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The Western Lake District Bounces Back For Half Term

Whilst the message that Cumbria is open for business is being picked up by people outside of Cumbria, the Western Lake District Tourism Partnership is reminding local residents, and all living within Cumbria, that they could also help their local tourism businesses and spread news of what’s on to friends and family.

Western Cumbria is providing various exciting ways in which Cumbrian residents and those local to the area can do this.  This ranges from inviting friends and family to take part in an exhilarating stroll in the countryside, or a spot of beachcombing at the coast, to visiting some of the attractions providing family-friendly offers this half term.

Lot of free, outdoor activities can be followed by a tea or a toddy in a local café, or a hostelry with a roaring fire and lots of traditional Western Lake District hospitality.  Stopping off to support local pubs, bars, cafes and restaurants really does help the area and is a simple thing that any family can do to help businesses bounce back after the November floods.

At the Murthwaite Green Trekking Centre in Silecroft, local residents within the Western Lake District can enjoy a one-hour village ride, on both February 16 and 18, at a cost of just £12 per person.  

This is a £5 per person saving and is suitable for all ages, from four years upwards.  This can be booked by calling 01229 770876, by anyone local.

At Trotters World of Animals, the focus will be on pancakes, as the lemurs tuck in to some pancakes as part of their enrichment programme and advise the catering team on what works best!

There will also be a ‘Flat as a Pancake’ quiz trail and a competition to find the best pancake poem. The winner of this contest will receive a family pass to Trotters World of Animals.  Poems can be emailed to info@trottersworld.com 

There is also a free pancake for dessert for anyone who buys a main meal, as Trotters World of Animals combines half term with the Shrove Tuesday celebrations.

Muncaster Castle will be open during half term (February 13-21) and operating its popular Darkest Muncaster experience on February 13, 14, 17, 19 and 20.  Children can play in 70 acres of grounds, see the historic castle and enjoy the light, sound and special effects that Darkest Muncaster provides, on the dates when it is running.  Refreshments will be served until 8pm and the café and gift shop will be open during the day.

The gardens, owl centre, maze and Darkest Muncaster experience can be enjoyed for £6.00 for an adult ticket and £3.50 for a child’s.  Under 5s can enter for free and a family ticket for two adults and two children costs £15.  Ring 01229 717614 for more details.

At the Lake District Coast Aquarium, all the usual marine delights are available, from the 50 themed exhibits, shark exhibition and endangered White Clawed Crayfish display, to the mini golf and adventure playground.

Visitors can receive 10% off the cost of a round of golf and 25% off the cost of a soft toy from the gift shop.  An all day come-and-go-as-you-want ticket costs £6.75 for an adult, £4.50 for a child and £18.75 for a family of two adults and two children.  

There is also the opportunity to support the Aquarium café by sampling its excellent menu, including the delicious Thai lunches, priced at £8.75, which include a choice of starter and main course, plus rice, prawn toast, spring roll and a drink.  More details are at www.lakedistrict-coastaquarium.co.uk or by calling 01900 817760.

The Western Lake District’s Tourism Director, Katie Read, says: “Our attractions are laying on some fabulous half term experiences, so we hope that both local residents, and others living in Cumbria, will help support our visitor economy and sample what is on offer.

“If they can act as ambassadors for the area and spread the word about what is going on during half term, even better.  It’s a great opportunity to invite friends and family from further afield to visit the area and go back home telling everyone that we are very much open for business.”
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