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GREAT FAMILY CHOICES FOR A FULL-ON HALF TERM - WESTERN LAKE DISTRICT STYLE!

Families heading to the Western Lake District this half-term can be away with the fairies, on board with a Victorian-style cruise, or having fun fooling around.

The wonderful Trotters World of Animals, where the management are passionate about animal conservation and care, will be transformed into a fairy wonderland as the park takes on a theming inspired by the cunning combination of pets and fairies in Daisy Meadow¹s ŒPet Keeper Fairies¹.

The park, in the shadow of Skiddaw, on the shores of Bassenthwaite Lake, is home to hundreds of animals from around the world.  These range from the critically endangered, to more traditional, British breeds.  It provides stimulation for family members of any age, thanks to its education policies and sound conservation methods, but at half-term it will have lots of appeal for wannabe fairies in particular.

Anyone dressed as a fairy will enter free, to spend a day not only seeing the creatures, but also visiting Pets¹ Corner, weaving willow wings and a wand (Tuesday 27 and Wednesday 28 only), following a prize fairy trail and listening to fairy stories and activity books.  There will also be a best-dressed fairy competition and Œfairy food¹ served in the tea rooms.  

Entrance to Trotters World of Animals costs £6.95 for an adult and £4.95 for a child aged 3-15. Under threes enter free.  For more information visit www.trottersworld.com

Over on the coast, you can take off for a fine day of cruising Victorian-style, if you board the MV Balmoral at Whitehaven¹s North Pier on either May 30 or 31.  

This cruise aboard the lovingly restored, historic shop, built in 1949, celebrates the Victorian traditions of coastal cruising.  It also provides a wonderful open sea passage that retraces the steps of maritime characters like Mutiny on the Bounty leader Fletcher Christian, whose connections are to be found in both West Cumbria and the Isle of Man.

The ship has a heated observation lounge, two licensed bars, a dining saloon, souvenir shop and stylish interior, as well as being equipped with ample passenger decks, from which to enjoy the distant views of the northern hills of the Isle of Man.




Whitehaven is a wonderful base from which to cruise, with its rich maritime history wonderfully interpreted at both The Beacon and The Rum Story ​ leading attractions.  It also has a beautiful harbour, chic wine bars and restaurants and even the option of an eco-trip up the coast with Whitehaven Maritime Adventures.

The Balmoral cruises depart from Whitehaven on two days.  On Friday, May 30, you can cruise to Douglas in the Isle of Man, where you decide how to spend your time.  You might choose to take an optional trip on a steam railway, taking a round trip to Port Erin, where you can visit the Railway Museum or walk out on to Bradda Head for great views of the Calf of Man.

Leaving the train at Castletown would allow you to visit Castle Rushen, The Old House of Keys, the Nautical Museum and the Old Grammar School, whilst another option, if the weather is fine, would be to get off at Ballasalla Station and walk to Rushen Abbey.

Alternatively, you could stay in Douglas during your shore leave and visit the Manx Museum, take a horse tram, or walk up to Douglas Head to gaze over the harbour.  

On Saturday, May 31, rather than exploring Douglas or taking the steam train, you could stay aboard on reaching the Isle of Man and take an optional cruise to the Calf of Man.

The Balmoral cruise costs £29.95, or £38.95 including a steam train journey.  Those who opt to sail to Douglas and then take the optional cruise to the Calf of Man will pay £33.

Senior citizen reductions apply on Friday 30.  Children¹s tickets are half-price and under 5s go free.  The May 30 sailing leaves Whitehaven at 09.00 and arrives back at 21.00.  The May 31 sailing departs at 09.30 and returns to Whitehaven at 21.30.  More details are available on 0845 130 4647, or from Whitehaven TIC (01946 852939).

You can also step back in time at Wordsworth House, in the charismatic gem town of Cockermouth.  Between May 24-31, the National Trust property is laying on family in the wonderfully restored Georgian home once owned by the Wordsworth family.

Talks about Georgian life will be held every day at 2.30pm, but there are added treats on certain days.  On May 17 and 24, there are ghostly storytelling sessions at 12.00 and 2.00 pm, as the costumed maid and manservant relate various ghost stories from around the county of Cumbria.  If this inspires the visitor, they can draft their own ghost story.  Winners will have their story posted on the Wordsworth House website, as well as being on view at the historic home.



On May 26 and 29, there will be the chance to join drop in sessions and create sweet smelling lavender bags with flowers from the Wordsworth House garden. Such sessions will also operate on Tuesday 27 and Friday 30 May, when children can go butterfly mad in William Wordsworth¹s childhood garden, as well as making a butterfly or bug mask!

On May 28, visitors are invited to go to the house and create a family portrait with a difference.  The whole family can wear accessories such as traditional Georgian tricorn hats, to create a souvenir showing how they might have looked in a different age.   This costs £5 on top of the admission charge and digital photos will be taken between 11.00-13.00 and 14.00-15.30.

Visitors can explore William¹s childhood home and garden all during half-term week, with the property open daily except Sunday, when opening is 11.00-16.30pm.  Admission is £5.60 for an adult, £2.80 for a child and £14.50 for a family.  More details about what¹s available in this lovingly re-created Georgian house can be found by visiting www.wordsworthhouse.org.uk or by ringing 01900 824805.

Great family entertainment can also be found at Muncaster Castle¹s Festival of Fools, which will feature magicians, entertainers, jesters and street artists from around the world, throughout half-term week.  Visit www.muncastercastle.co.uk for more information.

History-loving families can board a Ravenglass and Eskdale steam train, on May 28, to enjoy the much acclaimed Steam and Romans experience, encompassing both beautiful steam train journey and exciting explorations of Roman sites, including the fort at Hardknott.  Booking details are available at www.ravenglass-railway.co.uk

For more information about the many attractions, views, historical intrigues and wonderful appeal of the Western Lake District, with its stunning coastline, visit www. western-lakedistrict.co.uk                                    ENDS
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