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Ma-Vellous Mothering Sunday Options Await Visitors to The Western Lake District

Britain’s Favourite View + Tea Like A Lady

Treat your Mum to Britain’s favourite view this Mother’s Day (March 22), by heading to the tranquil Western Lake District, where you can also find other superb options to make Mum feel special.

The view of Wastwater was voted Britain’s favourite, when a public vote endorsed the recommendation of Coronation Street actress Sally Whittaker on an ITV programme. Sally has visited her favourite spot, set in its glacial landscape, time and time again, to look down on to England’s deepest lake, surrounded by mountains such as Great Gable, Red Pike and England’s highest peak, Scafell Pike that descend violently to the water’s edge.

Mums who love scenery can have their fill here, enjoying not only Sally’s view, but also the chilled and laid back area of this quiet and serene part of the Lake District.

With a bit of planning, you could then take Mum on a ten-mile journey to Muncaster Castle, where pre-booked guests can enjoy afternoon tea in the Castle’s Billiard Room – making Mum feel like a true lady!

Muncaster breathes history and is a jewel within the Western Lake District, thanks to its beautiful structure and surroundings.  A Mother’s Day ticket costs £18.95 for an adult and £12.50 for a child aged 5-15, with under 5s free.  This provides afternoon tea and full entry to both Castle and Gardens.

Wandering through the Eighteenth Century Gardens, described as ‘The Gateway to Paradise’ by Ruskin, and with fabulous and rare specimens rarely seen in the West in the Sino Himalayan Gardens, is a beautiful way to spend any afternoon.  To book for Mothering Sunday afternoon tea at Muncaster call 01229 717614.  More details about Muncaster are available at www.muncaster.co.uk 

Tour William’s Childhood Garden in Bloom

Another wonderful garden experience for Mothering Sunday will be staged at Wordsworth House, in beautiful Cockermouth.  This was the birthplace of William Wordsworth and a March 22 event will involve a ‘William’s Garden in Bloom’ tour.

Wordsworth House’s head gardener will lead this tour of William’s childhood garden, lovingly created with the plants he would have enjoyed in his youth.  March will see the eighteenth century bulbs in bloom, making this one of the loveliest times of year to visit the Georgian garden.

The tour, which also includes entry into the wonderfully restored Georgina house, costs £5.90 and starts at 11.30 am. Booking is essential.  Call 01900 824805 or visit www.wordsworthhouse.org.uk  for more details.

Let Mum Feast on Music

Mums who love musical performance can be treated to a wonderful event called Belshazzars Feast, if they visit Cockermouth on Mothering Sunday (March 22).  This performance, starting at 8pm, will be given at the gem town’s Kirkgate Centre by Paul Sartin on oboe, violin and vocals and Paul Hutchinson on accordion and combines a blend of folk with classical music, comedy and old music hall song.  

Belshazzars Feast has already won acclaim from leading music experts and Radio 2’s Mike Harding has described it as ‘breathtaking music’ and ‘wickedly inventive’.  

To book for this event call 01900 826448.  Tickets cost £9.00/£5.00.

Let Mum Rum-ble Some New Recipes

If all Mum really wants this Mother’s Day is a wonderful cup of tea and some distinctive regional food, head to the delightful Gincase, just one mile from the picturesque Solway Coast, near Silloth.

The Gincase tearoom is situated in the original Gincase building, where horses would grind the corn by walking in a circle to turn the grindstones that crushed the corn for animal feed.  Visitors can also see the 1760 cooking range and enjoy marvellous, traditional Cumbrian recipes for dishes such as Tattie Pot, Cumberland Rum Nicky and Cumberland Courting Cake.

Infused with the rum and spices that once made Whitehaven the second largest port after London, this is a true taste of Cumbria that Mum is bound to enjoy.

There is even an opportunity to purchase any gifts that might take her fancy in the Craft Barn and Gallery, where a wide variety of ceramics, glasswork, textiles, jewellery, pottery, willow and metalwork tempts the purse.

Children can also fall in love with some of the new baby animals at the Gincase’s animal farm, meeting some breeds from past times, as well as more familiar ones and maybe cuddling a rabbit or guinea pig, or feeding a baby lamb.  For more information on the Gincase visit www.gincase.co.uk 

To make it a real Mothering Sunday treat, head for the Western Lake District, where lakes, hills, a heritage coastline and fabulous regional delicacies are there for the picking.  For accommodation options and other information about the area visit www.western-lakedistrict.co.uk
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