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Toddle Off to West Cumbria For A Tea Or A Toddy

A leading Cumbrian tourism organisation has developed a recipe to support the West Cumbrian businesses adversely affected by the recent flooding in the area.

The Western Lake District Tourism Partnership has launched what it is calling its Tea and Toddies campaign, to encourage people to make the most of the Christmas break and head into this beautiful part of the country for a warming beverage, or a shot of a spirit, including the area’s famous rum.

The Tea and a Toddy campaign invites both visitors and local people from other parts of Cumbria to do this very simple thing to help businesses whose livelihood has been affected by the perception that the area’s tourism offer has been damaged by the November floods.

West Cumbria is the ideal place to pick to walk off the Christmas pudding and the excesses of the festive season, thanks to its stunning natural landscape.  This features England’s highest mountains, its deepest lake and Britain’s Favourite View.

Many walks are available starting or ending at an atmospheric local inn or eatery and returning to a roaring log fire, a plate of award-winning Cumberland sausage, or a dessert of Cumberland Rum Nicky is just the ticket after a bracing stroll.

Shoppers are also able to participate in the Tea and Toddies campaign.  They can assist businesses by stopping off in a nearby café for a frothy cappuccino or freshly brewed pot of tea once they have browsed and made purchases in the excellent independent shops of gem and Cittaslow town, Cockermouth, or the high street shops of Workington.

Katie Read, Director of Tourism for West Cumbria says: “Whilst most of the area’s businesses are running exactly as normal and have gone the extra mile to make their festive offer even better this year, the downturn in visitor spend is apparent.   

“Our Tea and Toddies campaign is geared at getting fellow Cumbrians to support the area and at encouraging visitors from further afield to arrive and see for themselves that West Cumbria has it all and is a fabulous destination.

“Anyone who saw the images of flooding on TV, and who wished they could assist those families and individuals that suffered, can now take direct action and do something to help.  This is as simple as ordering a cup of tea, or having a little tipple in a hostelry of their choice.  Literally, every visit and cuppa sold will help this beautiful area get back on its feet.”

To help people navigate their way around the area and choose where to enjoy their tea or a toddy, the Western Lake District Tourism Partnership has created a list of businesses ready to get their water on the boil and their spirits raised.  

This list can be found at www.western-lakedistrict.co.uk and printed off by those wanting to show support for West Cumbria.

Businesses can also encourage visitors and customers to return to the area by giving them an events list for 2010, which will highlight why a West fest is the best fest thanks to the vibrancy of the festivals and events staged in West Cumbria.

Businesses wishing to access this list so that they can print it and hand it out to customers can also find it at the Western Lake District Tourism Partnership’s website.

One business already in the swing of the Tea and Toddies campaign is The Bitter End pub in Cockermouth, who are getting behind its message and adding a different slant to it.

Owner Mike said: “Tea and Toddies is something the residents of West Cumbria should really embrace and their call to action should be to invite friends and family to visit the area over the festive break.

“Visits made by friends and family are hugely important to the local area and we will be spreading the message amongst our customers that now is the time to stage a family get-together as this will really help Western Lake District businesses within the tourism and retail sectors.” 

The Western Lake District covers an area stretching from Millom in the south, to Silloth on the Solway Coast in the north and as far as Bassenthwaite in the east. 

The area includes the ports of Maryport and Whitehaven and is steeped in history, this ranging from the rum and spice trade and smuggling, to the history of the mining communities and that of the farming community.

More information about the exciting things to see and do can be found at www.western-lakedistrict.co.uk 
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