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Tourism Organisation Focuses Attention On Friends and Family

Residents of West Cumbria are being urged to dig out their address books, go through their Christmas card list and make a date for a spot of family entertaining in early 2010, to help the area continue to get back to normality following the November floods.

The Western Lake District Tourism Partnership is calling upon the support of local people, because of the importance of tourism to the local economy.  It is highlighting the positive impact that the arrival of friends and family into the area has, through their spend within a wide variety of businesses.

The Partnership’s rallying cry comes as part of its Tea and Toddies campaign, which encourages visitors and local residents to make a positive effort to enjoy a cuppa, or something stronger, within a West Cumbrian café, pub, restaurant, hotel or local attraction.  

Taking this simple action can help the area’s tourism businesses overcome the adversity they have faced since the November flooding.

Director of Tourism for West Cumbria, Katie Read, says: “The friends and family tourism market is a very important one for West Cumbria and now is the best possible time to look up acquaintances and do your bit for the area.  

“One in five people in this country are said to be tracing their family tree, so anyone who is doing this in West Cumbria can take this a stage further and invite their relatives into the area.   We have a rich heritage here and you and they might just discover something new about your family’s past, during a visit.”

The impact that attracting visitors into the area has on the local economy has recently been measured by Natural Economy Northwest, using the Bassenthwaite ospreys as a case study.  

A 2003 study found that the ospreys generated a visitor spend of £1.68m, attracting 100,000 people a year and supporting the equivalent of 34 local jobs during the four months of the osprey breeding season.

Katie Read, former Natural Tourism Manager with Natural Economy Northwest says: “The ospreys are a great example of how natural tourism can spread benefits throughout the economy, but there are so many more natural assets within West Cumbria that friends and family can delight in seeing all year round.

“Your part of Cumbria needs your support as it heads down the road of recovery and this can start with a phone call to your relatives or old pals and an invitation to come and stay and enjoy the fabulous things we have to offer in this area.”

To assist the planning of such visits, the Western Lake District Tourism Partnership has created an events list for 2010 that can be printed from its website at www.western-lakedistrict.co.uk 

Suggestions to put to friends and family for the early part of 2010 include visits to the Keswick Film Festival (February 25-28) the Malcolm Wilson Rally around Cockermouth (March 6) Muncaster’s Feast of Flowers (March 30-April 3) and Cockermouth’s Georgian Fair (May 1).

A list of tourism businesses ready to serve up tea and toddies is also available at www.western-lakedistrict.co.uk 
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