March 18, 2008


WEST LAKES ATTRACTIONS HELP PROMOTE NATURAL TOURISM THIS EASTER

Attractions in the Western Lake District are following a current trend in UK tourism marketing, by creating events enabling families to get closer to nature and the environment, according to the Western Lake District Tourism Partnership.

This Easter, attractions have created ideal options for families tired of seeing their children vegetate on the sofa, glued to their computer games.  Plans have been hatched for a number of experiences that will get them outdoors, learning how to enjoy simpler, traditional activities.

At Seventeenth Century Mirehouse, three miles from Keswick, children can hunt for answers to an Easter Quiz within the sheltered Bee Garden, on both March 22 and 23.  This part of the gardens was created in the mid-1900s when beehives were introduced during an extensive restoration of the gardens.  There are 200 Easter eggs to be won by children completing the quiz at a home that is always happy to see children enjoying fresh air and fun.

The grounds of Mirehouse include four woodland playgrounds.  Three of these ​ The Forest Castle, The Steeplechase and Squirrel Island, are for under 11s, whilst the Forest Hazard Course keeps 12-16 year olds happy.  A heather maze complements these, baffling all members of the family and allowing younger visitors to let off steam, before they head to the owl hunt, or history quiz, depending on their age.

Nature lovers can explore the rest of the grounds, where an ancient and rare wildflower meadow has 43 species of plant and where they can see a snuff garden. There is also a rhododendron tunnel and a circular walk of about a mile in length, stretching through parkland, woods, along the shores of beautiful Bassenthwaite Lake and back to the house.

Whilst strolling beside Bassenthwaite, families might just spot Cumbria¹s ospreys diving into the lake for food, as these wonderful birds are due to return to their Cumbrian habitat by April.

With entrance just £2.80 for an adult exploring grounds only, or £5.60 to also see important literary works and a fine collection of furniture and portraits in the house, Mirehouse is making enjoyment of the great outdoors affordable.

Only a few miles from Mirehouse, the Lakeland Sheep and Wool Visitor Centre is open Sunday to Thursday.  Shows featuring nineteen different breeds of sheep take place in a custom-built theatre, at 10.30 am, Noon, 2pm and 3.30pm.   The show provides visitors with facts about each breed and includes highly trained sheepdogs handling flocks of geese.  Chicks and lambs will also play a part in the Easter celebrations.



Visitors and Cumbrian families can also take a forest walk in Whinlatter Forest, where an osprey watch station is based, or head off to the coast at Whitehaven and Maryport, for a bracing boat trip.  An exploration of the rich heritage associated with the rum and spice trade can also take place at The Beacon and The Rum Story visitor attractions, in Whitehaven.

Trotters World of Animals is opting for traditional Easter activities, revolving around nature and animal care and conservation.  Its Easter Lambs & Chicks event will be staged between March 20 ​ April 4 and will take place within a supervised petting area.  Children will be able to experience the joy of feeding a newborn lamb or kid, as well as stroking a downy gosling, hold a fluffy duckling and meet some of Trotters own Easter bunnies.

Strolling around the park, they cab see a whole host of other animals, including Grants zebra, lemurs, meerkats, Lar gibbon, otters and an Asian Fishing Cat and a very rare Canadian Lynx.  Children can also adopt any animal at the Wildlife Park for £30.

The Western Lake District Tourism Partnership's Fiona Tubman says: "We are delighted to see attractions making the most of the fabulous natural assets we have in the area.  Natural tourism is becoming ever popular and our attractions are helping to lay the foundations for a source of tourism revenue that will benefit the local economy in the Western Lake District, through their Easter activities.

"We hope that this will encourage visitors to explore this part of Cumbria, whether they are from other parts of the UK, from abroad, or from within the county."
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