Press release: February 21st , 2008

Rally round your local legend!

On March 1, 2008, the Malcolm Wilson Rally will be taking place in and around the historic Western Lake District market town of Cockermouth.  Whilst this was the birthplace of poet William Wordsworth, this event is not much ado about nothing, being a fantastic day’s motorsport for both rally drivers and spectators alike.

45 miles of rallying will take place on classic Lakes stages, excellently maintained by The Forestry Commission. Starting and finishing in Cockermouth High Street, the stages will take competitors through the beautiful Whinlatter and Grizedale forests, close to the Lakeland town of Hawkshead, and back to Cockermouth via Greystoke, near Penrith.

Whinlatter Forest is England’s only mountain forest, planted after the First World War, to overcome a shortage of timber.  It is now a wonderful recreational location, with children and adults alike enjoying a discovery of forest life via a network of way marked, woodland paths.

Fiona Tubman, Marketing Specialist at Western Lake District Tourism Partnership said:

“This is a fantastic event which takes place right on our doorstep, and we are aiming to get more visitors into the area for these types of events. We have been working to publicising the Malcolm Wilson Rally out of the county, along with other major events around this time, in our aim of attracting people at a quieter time of year for our accommodations and attractions. 

This type of event is perfect for doing just that, and we support M-Sport and other such organisations, which are placing the Western Lake District firmly on the visitor map through their excellent events. The Malcolm Wilson Rally is legendary, and attracts visitors from all over the world. We would encourage local people to get on board and go along on March 1st!”

The Western Lake District Tourism Partnership feel it is essential to try and attract more visitors to the area in these shoulder months, and supports local events and attractions which are open at this time of year in their aim of boosting the local economy further.

Malcolm Wilson has more than 20 years' experience of rallying at World Championship level. He was once a driver that won two British national titles in the late 1970s and also won the British international crown in 1994. Through his hard work and dedication M-Sport has become one of the world's leading private teams with a string of international titles and rally wins to its credit, including victories at World Championship level. Truly a local legend!

Rally spectators may park at the Whinlatter Visitor Centre and follow signs to the stage, but all year round, this same centre is an ideal place at which to start a visit.  The centre houses an audio-visual presentation delivered in the distinctive Cumbrian dialect, a walk-through badger sett, a model of life in a working forest and a gift shop and restaurant.  

Guides to the forest can be purchased at the centre, enabling walkers and cyclists to both enjoy 14-miles of road, with walkers also able to take off up many other woodland paths.  Wonderful views abound, whilst children can let off steam in a forest playground, or head off on a junior trail. 

For more information on events in the Western Lake District, visit www.western-lakedistrict.co.uk 

ENDS

Notes to editors:

1. If you would like further information on the Western Lake District Tourism Partnership, or the Malcolm Wilson Rally, please contact Fiona Tubman on 01900 818987 or ftubman@western-lakedistrict.co.uk 

2. The Western Lake District Tourism Partnership is jointly funded by Allerdale Borough Council, Copeland Borough Council and the West Cumbria Development Fund, along with private sector support.
3. Pictured are Paul Bird, from Penrith, who won the event last year in his Subaru Impreza WRC, and Steve Perez, from Chesterfield, was second in his Ford Focus WRC. Credits to Songasport.
